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perience. For example, the contributions of Oroshnik to 
the synthesis of vitamin A have not been cited. In the 
fields of physiology, biochemistry, pathology and nutrition 
of vitamin A, the author is at his best, and by citing his own 
contributions adds authenticity and interest to these sec
tions. Throughout the book more recent findings are 
interpreted in the light of historical perspective. The inter
relationships of vitamin A with a number of special topics 
are covered, including farm animals, sex and thyroid. In an 
outstanding chapter, the final one, Dr. Moore assesses our 
present knowledge of vitamin A and makes some predic
tions for the future. The book includes appendices sum
marizing information on bioassay diets and various analy
tical methods. In view of the wide availability- and transi
tory nature of analytical procedures, their inclusion in this 
volume seems unnecessary. The comprehensive author and 
subject indices, covering over forty pages, immensely in
crease the usefulness of this book. 

Perhaps the main criticism should be directed at the pub
lisher rather than the author. This book bears the pub
lication date 1957. Most of the chapters were completed 
in 1954, apparently, with only an occasional reference to 
the literature of 1955. Thus this volume at the date of 
issuance is no longer an up-to-date survey of the field. For 
example, the elucidation of the structure of neoretinene-6 
as the 4-tnono-m-vitamin A aldehyde was reported in 1955, 
as was also the preparation and identification of the 2,4-di-
cis isomer of vitamin A. These two isomers complete the 
series, and omission leaves the uninitiated in a confused 
state. 

Errors are few. One should point out that the correct 
molecular weight of carotene is 536.85, which should be 
rounded off to 537 rather than to 536. In addition, more 
recent literature should be consulted for elucidation of the 
correct structures of the various cis-trans vitamin A isomers. 

This book is a must for every student of vitamin A and 
should be widely accepted as a reference in courses in bio
chemistry and nutrition. Professor Moore and the pub
lishers are to be congratulated for having concentrated their 
efforts on a single vitamin. 
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